OWN

Spring 1999

Number 1

L il

STRE

Provided by

MDC Division of Watershed Management
to enhance public awareness within the watershed region

They ain’t makin’ it any more.

Land is a dear commodity, as precious as pure water
to our well being. The demands being placed on our
state’s 6,000,000 acres by the collective requirements
of food, fiber, clean air and water, housing and com-
merce are ever increasing, There are six million baystaters
- about one to the acre. That was the entire population of
all thirteen colonies combined in 1776, when every fam-
ily could expect to own 100 acres or more.

The race for space, especially in our more urban-
ized areas, between development and natural area inter-
ests has never been more intense. Large acreages under
private ownership are dwindling The average land own-
ership tract in central and eastern Massachusetts is ap-
proaching little more than a houselot. Publicly owned
lands, conversely, ate generally not sold or disposed of for
non-open space uses. The public increasingly relies on
state lands for open space amenities, including freedom
from fear of eventual development.
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2.4 million consumers in 52 Massachusetts cities and
towns. Itis an important component of the long term
MDC watershed management and protection pro-
gram on the 400 square miles that make up the
Quabbin, Ware River, and Wachusett watershed.

In the last ten years, the MDC has purchased
2,400 acres at Quabbin, 3,500 acres at Ware River,
and over 10,000 acres on the Wachusett Watershed.
This acquired land has met certain criteria, the most
prevalent being close proximity to rivers and streams
which flow into these reservoirs. While most acreage
is purchased outright, some conservation restrictions
(CRY%) are purchased. Selling a CR means surren-
dering the right to develop or farm, but retaining
ownership for forestry, privacy, and access control.

The MDC Land Acquisition program is
funded through year 2008 with monies derived from
Mass Water Resource Authority water user fees. Tax

areas on
two

maps

show MDC Land Ac-
quisition progress
that has preserved
open space and pro-
tected water quality.

The 1985 map at left,
shows landholdings
barely encompass
the Wachusett Reser-
voir and protect very |

few critical areas.

The 1998 map at right,
shows the increase
of protected open
land throughout the

PAXTIIN

The primary open space amenity which drives
the MDC is pure water. The cleanest waters in the
wortld flow through and over natural, mostly forested

Wachusett
shed.

Water-
WORCLS TR

dollars are not used to acquire MDC watershed lands.
Municipalities receive Payments-in- Lieu-of
Taxes (PILOTS) on all MDC lands within the town.In

watersheds. Forest canopies and soils are unsurpassed ~ many cases, PILOT payments equal or exceed taxes

paid by prior owners. &

Jim French is the MDC Land Acquisition Coordinator.
For more information, call him at (508) 835-
4816 ext. 214

filters of all manner of pollutants and pathogens.

The protection of key areas of our natural land-
scape helps, via the acquisition of land and develop-
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We often need to scratch our heads and think hard ~ The MDC and the Mass Water Resources
when hearing that an oil change, or lawn fertilizer, dkuthority (MWRA) are partners in supplying clean
house construction site on the ridge five miles from thveater to residents in 52 cities and towns. Millions of
well or reservoir has anything to do with drinking wategallons are delivered every day through a complex
quality. The manner in which rain falls and flows anthbyrinth of reservoirs and aqueducts. The Quabbin
travels through soils and streams and wetlands is mysReservoir, Ware River, and Wachusett Reservoir Wa-
rious to most who give it any thought. tersheds are the three pieces of our region’s puzzle
Hitchhikers from which this precious resource is collected and
The “out-of-sight-out-of-mind” phenomenon isprotected. (A fourth, the Sudbury Reservoir Water-
breaking down, however. Modern scientific measurshed is maintained on an emergency supply basis only.
ments of water quality and movement give us a pictuliés surrounding landscape has become too urbanized
window of insight and information where only a few yeaito be a safe source.) Approximately 45,000 people
ago we had little more than a peep hole. The mystenjinfe within these three active watersheds. The
the rain drop’s trials and travels on the way to our tapsWéachusett is the most densely populated with about
becoming quite clear. We have discovered that the &8,000 residents. Itis also the least protected with
venturous drop is most generous in picking up hitchhildDC ownership just reaching 25%, compared to
ers. Just about every brand of pollutant from oil to lanweb% of the pristine Quabbin Watershed - the state’s
chemicals to septic bacteria has their thumb out, wheth@igest collection of wild acres and open water.

starting from the ridgetop or the streambank. Fate
Puzzles You are receiving this newsletter as a land-

The Great Divide, runs along the Rocky Mounewner within this community of watershed residents.
tains backbone, deciding which portion of America draind/ater flowing through and over private lands within
into the Atlantic or the Pacific Oceans - the two mothetBese watersheds is vitally important to both local resi-
of all watersheds on our continent. Like a thousand piedents on private and municipal wells, and MWRA
puzzle each stream and river has its own watershed whicimsumers. While the MDC maintains care and con-
fits into others - contributing their yield to downstreartrol of about 93,000 acres of protected open space,
destinations, each to the next until the sea is reachedrivate landowners with tracts of several acres or more

URANGC

' NEREE at left. Qreen ar-
eas depict MDC
owned protected
lands. Grey areas
depict privately
owned watershed
protection lands.
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. HAPPY TRAILS
control over 75,000 acres within the same area. i ; ;
use and fate of private lands can have a great i ek St - At both the

n the long ran lity of our natur Ir u'— Quabbin  and
on the ol g ange qual tyo ou atu al resourceg NP

KT R # sheds, there is a

sity, or forest products #1% o forest steward-
Put another way, some 30% of this vital Wi : R D ship trail open for

ter supply system, for which nearly half of the bay s T £ the public to en-
population depends, is in the hands of private wdg < R fgbut 2;’4”‘ Ofrz
land owners Iike:\ yourself-whose property lies wit i A |
an area comprising less than 5% of the Massa g ) 2. and take about
setts land base. an hour. A brochure is available at the trailhead kiosk

The MDC and MWRA are doing what the Wh'||Ch dt_ascrlbes, usmgf r;umbered plglsfts alllor:jg the
: : trail, various aspects of forestry, wildlife, land use
cantoinsure a pure Vyater supply with S.tate of thy history, and forgst disturbance)./ The Stewardship
management strategies on land in public owners Demonstration Forest Trail at Quabbin is located
An aggressive land acquisition program has adg it B RV E L SR 1 SR 1 e LAY
more than 16,000 carefully selected acres to the tRWEEIVEE AR ER N ETRER ol 1= RERS) ] NI E @ =T BTy
watershed reservations since 1986. Ten year i Sterling (at the intersection_of Ro_utes 140 and 62).
for each watershed, written with public participatic Eﬂom (TR [SEE MEGE [POSSle Tt FEnS fiom (e
) . . ass Forest Stewardship Program administered by
provide direction in how we manage forest and v e e T S e i Y P A S LAY VAP
life resources, public use of MDC lands, the ab e R R R TR T 1)
ment of pollution sources including septic dispoJ®
agricultural waste, stormwater runoff, and hazardspians and land management practices under Chapter 61 For-
sociated with transportation spills, construction sitestland classification, and through the Mass Forest Stew-
and (more important than you might imagine) gu#lgdship Program administered by the Department of Envi-
and geese. ronmental Management. The MDC also purchases con-
The private woodland owner is an indispergsrvation restrictions from woodland owners, as well as
able partner in this effort. Recognizing this, the MO@right acquisitions of acreages which meet certain criteria.
has provided woodland owners with assistancé.@&nd conservation options for woodland owners provide

covering the costs of preparing forest managengieat opportunities for both your wallet and your willls.

And Another Thing... Downstream is produced twice annually by the
Metropolitan District Commission of The Common-
(Heg, thic ie good reading! > wealth of Massachusetts. Our goal is to inform the
public about Watershed Protection activities, pro-

V v I vide a conduit for public input, and promote envi-
eah, real food for thought: ronmentally responsible land management practices.
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For Y ouR INFORMATION...... PAGE(d)

This newsletter is published twice a year and includes articles of interest to landowners and residents of the MDC
watershed system communities. You are encouraged to send in questions or comments which we will try to answer
in subsequent newsletters. Let us know what you think.

Enfield Lookout - Quabbin Reservoir
You are encouraged to contact us if you wish to learn more about programs and assistance available to help
landowners. We value the contribution your well cared for land provides and welcome the opportunity to work
with you. Please contact us at:

DOWNSTREAM
180 Beaman Street
West Boylston, MA 01583
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